
2nd February 2024

Dear Carers and Parents,

Welcome to our 2nd spring term newsletter. We’ve been really busy at school with all sorts of learning, as
always, and we hope we’ll be able to see you on Friday to share some of it with you in person at the Owlcotes
Literature Festival show.

Owlcotes Literature Festival
Owlcotes Literacy Week will take place next week and is focussed on performing
poetry. Children will be learning and performing classic poetry and writing some of
their own. During the week there will be poetry workshops with visiting poets, a
poetry treasure hunt around school, poetry reading by teachers at break times and
lots of other activities. The week will culminate in a show for parents on the afternoon
of Friday 9th February where you can see children’s great work. The show will be
open from 2:30pm until 6pm. The middle doors will be open for you to come in. If you
would like to come to the show before 3:15 pm, members of staff will collect your
child so you can enjoy it together.

Assembly
Our assembly this week was about the RSPB’s Big Schools Birdwatch. We talked
about why it is important to learn about the natural world around us and learned how to
identify some of the birds that we see in our playground, parks and gardens. We are
going to take part in our own bird count next week and submit our results to the RSPB.
The children have started looking out for birds and I have already heard reports of
sightings of two pigeons in the playground! We are looking forward to seeing more
species next week!

Year 5 Poetry Slam
Year 5 warmed up for next week’s Literature
Festival by hosting rap poet and musician, Rob
Bradley. The children were enthusiastic to show
off their rapping skills and wrote and performed
their own poems based around the theme
‘refuge’. Congratulations to the two teams: ‘No
Guts, No Glory’ and ‘Winning Weirdos’ who will
be representing the school at this year’s Poetry
Slam competition at the Carriageworks in April.
Let’s hope we can retain our trophy! See the
school’s instagram or twitter page for a video of
Rob performing one of his poems and more
pictures of the day.



Year 4 visit to the Royal Armouries
Year 4 visited the Royal Armouries on Wednesday this week. They took part in a workshop about Ancient
Britons in one workshop and then learnt how to be a part of the Roman Army in the other. Children were
allowed to hold some very dangerous looking artefacts but thankfully we managed to return to school with all
of the children’s fingers intact!

Wobble and Toddle
Pop in for a cuppa and a chat whilst the children can have a little play and do some craft activities. Please see
the dates below. There is no need to book - just turn up on the day. Anyone is welcome along with their little
one from newborn up to school age.

● £2 entry includes tea, toast and activities for the tots.

No Wobble and Toddle on Monday 5th February
Monday 26th February 2024
Monday 11th March 2024



Monday 25th March 2024

Holiday Club
Holiday Club will be running over February half term. Keep an eye out in your emails for more information and
a booking form.

Key School Dates

Owlcotes Literature Week Show Friday 9th February 2:30pm - 6pm

Children’s Mental Health Week Week beginning 19th February

Year 5 Shakespeare Performance Tuesday 27th February

3PW Class Assembly Wednesday 6th March at 9:05am

1JM Class Assembly Wednesday 13th March at 9:05am

3FD Class Assembly Wednesday 20th March at 9:05am

2NB Class Assembly Wednesday 27th March at 9:05am

4RH Class Assembly Wednesday 24th April at 9:05am

Break up for Easter Thursday 28th of March

KS2 SATs Week Monday 13th May – Thursday 16th May

Learners of the week
The following children have received a good worker award. Well done to….

Friday 26th January Friday 2nd February

Nursery Oscar Jennings-Papendick Senara Madhurapperuma
Arachchillage and Lana Melling

Reception RJO - Veer Jassi
RBM - Amelia Chappell

RJO- JJ Sulveria
RBM - Ernie Eden

Year 1 1JM - Molly Peel
1JB - Eva Casling

1JM - Olivia Coleman
1JB - Tarun Rehal

Year 2 2NB - Avah Covey
2DW - Austin Chapman

2NB - Aidan Human
2DW - Georgia Walker

Year 3 3FD- Dotty Hern
3PW- Joshua Prescott

3FD- Blake Wood
3PW- Freddie Marshall

Year 4 4RH - Pearl Byrne
4KL - Maxwell Baldock

4RH - Sienna Callaway
4KL - Lilly-Mai Woodhead

Year 5 5IM - Abdullah Azhar
5BT - Lewis Smith

5IM - William Prescott
5BT -Olimar Francis

Year 6 6NW - Orla Fox
6SW - Maliyah Curtis

6NW - Jake Nichol
6SW- Arion Eugene



Important Reminder to all parents;
Please DO NOT send any products containing nuts into school, either in your child's lunch box or as a
breaktime snack. This includes any chocolate flavoured foods which contain nuts. We have a number of
children in school who have severe allergies. Thank you for your help with this.

School Attendance

Our whole school attendance this week is: 94.54%

Training Days for This Academic Year
● Monday July 22nd 2024
● Tuesday July 23rd 2024

Holiday Requests in Term Time
All holiday requests must be submitted to Mr White prior to going away on an ‘Exceptional Circumstances
Request Form’ which can be collected from the school office or printed from Leeds City Council’s website.
Leave of absence will not be granted in term time unless there are reasons considered to be exceptional by
the Headteacher. Across Owlcotes Trust we interpret exceptional to mean “very unusual, significant,
unavoidable and short”. By ‘unavoidable’ we mean an event that could not reasonably be scheduled at another
time. Unauthorised absences of 5 days and above have to be reported to Leeds City Council and fines may be
issued. Please see the link below for more details:https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/

Absences
If your child is absent then you need to call school before 9am, if possible, and inform us of the reason for their
absence so we can code the absence on our registers. Any un-reported absences are recorded as
unauthorised so please make sure you keep us informed.
If your child has a medical appointment, please notify the office beforehand. If possible, bring in a letter or text
so we can code the absence correctly.
If you need your child to take time off during term time then you need to fill out an Exceptional Leave form
which you can collect and return to the office before you take them out of school. This will be submitted to the
Head Teacher.

School Dinners
If you would like your child to swap between school meals and packed lunches then please remember you
need to give us two weeks' notice in writing to the office before you change, so our kitchen can amend their
orders. Please note all children must stick to their choice all week as the kitchen needs to order meals in
advance.

School Uniform
All school PE kits can be purchased through the company ‘Sports Bulk’. Their contact details are: phone
01274 724455 or www.sportsbulk.co.uk or alternatively school uniform from Whittakers Schoolwear shop
based on Farsley Town Street.

https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-absence-fines
http://www.sportsbulk.co.uk















