
1st March 2024

Dear Carers and Parents,
Welcome to our second newsletter of the half term. It has been another busy week with some big events
happening in school to tell you about.

Year 5 Shakespeare Festival
We were incredibly proud of all the Year 5 children who took part in this year’s Shakespeare Schools Festival.
They performed a fantastic, thrilling and very gory production of Julius Caesar in front of an audience of 200
people at the Carriageworks Theatre in Leeds on Tuesday. Their hard work learning lines and attending
rehearsals has really paid off and their confidence and enthusiasm was great to see. They were clearly
delighted with their performance as they came off stage, which was a delight to witness. Huge thanks to all
the parents and grown-ups for supporting your children with learning lines and providing costumes - and
thanks also to all the staff who supported during rehearsals or on performance night. Well done all!

Mr Macdonald
We are sad to say that at Easter we will be saying goodbye to Mr Macdonald. He will be leaving us to continue
his career in another part of the city. He has been a really important part of our school for over 6 years, leading
history, geography and computing and being a well-loved class teacher to so many children. He is also
someone who has really thrown himself into all areas of school life. He is willing to help out at every school
event, whether they are summer fairs, nativity plays, sports events, Shakespeare plays… you name it, he has
done it. He has been key to making so many of these events a success. He will be a great asset to his new
school and they are very lucky to have him.

Mrs Dixon
Also leaving us at Easter, but only temporarily, is Mrs Dixon as she will be going on maternity leave. We wish
her all the best and hope she enjoys her time with her family.

We have two experienced teachers joining us after the Easter holidays: Miss Patel, who will be in year 3, and
Mrs Darbyshire, who will be working in year 5. They are really excited about joining the team and will be
visiting school over the coming weeks to get to know the children and staff.



Magic Show
As part of our Owlcotes Elements theme ‘We are curious about our World’ we were
very lucky to have a magic show from the amazing Oliver Meech in school on
Wednesday. Oliver performed his show ‘Books are a bit Magic’ to reception and KS1
and 'When Magic & Science Collide' to KS2. Oliver has performed at the Edinburgh
festival at magic and science shows around the world so were honoured to have him
perform at Waterloo!

Wobble and Toddle
Pop in for a cuppa and a chat whilst the children can have a little play and do some craft activities. Please see
the dates below. There is no need to book - just turn up on the day. Anyone is welcome along with their little
one from newborn up to school age.

● £2 entry includes tea, toast and activities for the tots.

Monday 26th February 2024
Monday 11th March 2024
Monday 25th March 2024

Red Nose Day
On Friday 15th March we will be celebrating Red Nose Day in school with a
non-uniform day. Children are welcome to come to school in non-uniform (with their red
noses if they have one) in exchange for a £1 donation, which will be available on school
money from Monday 11th March.

Key School Dates

3PW Class Assembly Wednesday 6th March at 9:05am

World Book Day Thursday 7th March

5IM Space Camp Thursday 7th March at 6pm

1JM Class Assembly Wednesday 13th March at 9:05am

5BT Space Camp Thursday 14th March at 6pm

3FD Class Assembly Wednesday 20th March at 9:05am

Parents Evening Tuesday 26th March 3:30pm - 5pm

2NB Class Assembly Wednesday 27th March at 9:05am

Parents Evening Wednesday 27th March 3:30pm - 7pm



4RH Class Assembly Wednesday 24th April at 9:05am

Break up for Easter Thursday 28th of March

KS2 SATs Week Monday 13th May – Thursday 16th May

Learners of the week
The following children have received a good worker award. Well done to….

Friday 1st March

Nursery Noah Benson

Reception RJO - Evie Kirk
RBM - Isabelle Farnahm Crossland

Year 1 1JM - Isabelle Guidicelli
1JB - Max Packer

Year 2 2NB - Elijah Grant
2DW - Oscar Manchester

Year 3 3FD- Emma Butters
3PW- Hayden Crane

Year 4 4RH - Alice Mann
4KL - Isla-Grace Smith

Year 5 The Cast of Julius Caesar

Year 6 6NW - Elsie-Ann Mills
6SW - George Hart

Important Reminder to all parents;
Please DO NOT send any products containing nuts into school, either in your child's lunch box or as a
breaktime snack. This includes any chocolate flavoured foods which contain nuts. We have a number of
children in school who have severe allergies. Thank you for your help with this.

School Attendance

Our whole school attendance this week is: 94.41%

Training Days for This Academic Year
● Monday July 22nd 2024
● Tuesday July 23rd 2024

Holiday Requests in Term Time
All holiday requests must be submitted to Mr White prior to going away on an ‘Exceptional Circumstances
Request Form’ which can be collected from the school office or printed from Leeds City Council’s website.
Leave of absence will not be granted in term time unless there are reasons considered to be exceptional by
the Headteacher. Across Owlcotes Trust we interpret exceptional to mean “very unusual, significant,



unavoidable and short”. By ‘unavoidable’ we mean an event that could not reasonably be scheduled at another
time. Unauthorised absences of 5 days and above have to be reported to Leeds City Council and fines may be
issued. Please see the link below for more details:https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/

Absences
If your child is absent then you need to call school before 9am, if possible, and inform us of the reason for their
absence so we can code the absence on our registers. Any un-reported absences are recorded as
unauthorised so please make sure you keep us informed.
If your child has a medical appointment, please notify the office beforehand. If possible, bring in a letter or text
so we can code the absence correctly.
If you need your child to take time off during term time then you need to fill out an Exceptional Leave form
which you can collect and return to the office before you take them out of school. This will be submitted to the
Head Teacher.

School Dinners
If you would like your child to swap between school meals and packed lunches then please remember you
need to give us two weeks' notice in writing to the office before you change, so our kitchen can amend their
orders. Please note all children must stick to their choice all week as the kitchen needs to order meals in
advance.

School Uniform
All school PE kits can be purchased through the company ‘Sports Bulk’. Their contact details are: phone
01274 724455 or www.sportsbulk.co.uk or alternatively school uniform from Whittakers Schoolwear shop
based on Farsley Town Street.

https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-absence-fines
http://www.sportsbulk.co.uk









