
Meet the teacher -
Year 4

Mrs Lock
Ms Darbyshire 



Year 4 Team

Mrs Lock - 4KL Ms Darbyshire and Mr Powell (Friday) - 4BD

Miss Bryan & Mrs Royce - PPA cover
Mrs Lall, Miss Walker & Mrs Thompson



When you will see us!

Mrs Lall or Miss Walker will be on the door as the 
children come in. If you need to pass on a message to 

the teacher they are happy to help.

Teachers will usually let the children out at hometime 
and will be available for a quick chat. If you would like 
longer to discuss anything please ring the office and 

arrange a time for a meeting. 



A typical day in Year 4 
Morning

Maths revisit or spelling task as the children come into school

Maths and English lessons with a playtime in between

Lunchtime 12pm

Afternoon

Settling in activity and handwriting task

Foundation subjects (art, music, Spanish, geography, history, DT, 
PSHE). 



Our year of learning inc. trips 

Au
tu
m
n 

Science - Electricity
Science – States of Matter
Geography - Map Skills and Symbols
Geography - North America/ USA
Art - Drawing - Georgia O Keefe
DT - Electrical Systems

Yorkshire Water
Visit to a local Mosque

Sp
rin
g 

Science - Sound
History –The  Romans 
Science – Sound
Art - Print
DT - Textiles

Sound Man visit
Royal Armouries visit
Young Voices*
Skipping Festival
The Deep*

Su
m
me
r 

Science - Living Things
Science:  Animals including humans;  Life Cycles/ 
Puberty
History- The Victorians 
Art - Sculpture
DT - Food

Leeds Industrial Museum 



Trips 



Reading: Core story books are studied this year, including; 
The Barnabus Project, Charlotte’s Web, The Man who 
walked between the towers, Leon and the Place Between 
and Varjak Paw. 

We also enjoy reading other books, stories and poems for 
pleasure throughout the year.

Writing - Various genres covered throughout the year 
including narratives, letter writing, persuasive writing and 
poetry.

Maths: place value, four operations, geometry, 
measurement, fractions and decimals, statistics. Times 
table test in June 2027.



Maths in Year 4

We work from the White Rose 
Maths scheme.

We have handouts for you to 
take away about the way we 
teach maths in year 4. 

Children work through these 
methods as we move on 
throughout the year. 

We also use different 
representations so that 
children recognise different 
approaches and they can use 
what they feel most 
comfortable with. 



Addition

Subtraction

Multiplication

Division

Children learn to add numbers with 4 digits 

using column addition. 

When we need to exchange (for example 

10 ones becomes 1 ten in the first 

calculation), we record this underneath the 

calculation.

In column addition and subtraction, we 

always start calculating with the ones 

column first.

The calculation here shows how we add 

one column at a time and record 

exchanges. 

Children learn to 

subtract numbers with 

4 digits using column 

subtraction. 

We use diagrams, and 

occasionally place 

value counters, such 

as this one, to show 

children when we 

need to make 

exchanges in our 

subtraction 

calculations.

We  progress to multiplying 2-digit and 3-

digit numbers by 1-digit. We use column 

multiplication.

We record exchanges underneath the 

calculation in the same way that we do 

when using column addition and 

subtraction. 

The picture on the right demonstrates how 

we might demonstrate the multiplication 

with its exchanges using a diagram. 

We  use the ‘bus stop’ short division 

scaffold to divide multi-digit numbers by a 

single-digit. We start by looking at the 

largest digit. 

We use place value diagrams and counters 

to help children to understand how we are 

grouping to help us with the division.

Calculation Methods: Year 4



Learning our Multiplication and Division Facts

Useful Concepts in Calculation: Year 4

In Year 4, we aim to learn all our multiplication and division facts up to the 12 times 

tables. To help us with this, we learn about the relationships between different 

multiplication tables. 

Finding Fractions of Quantities

In Year 4, we  continue to find fractions of quantities. We always divide our whole 

number by the denominator first. That tells us how large one ‘piece’ is. 

For example, if we were finding ¾ of 32, we would start by calculating:

32 ÷ 4 = 8 = ¼ 
Then we would multiply that value by the numerator of the fraction.

8 x 3 = 24 = ¾ 

The example and diagrams below demonstrate how we would use our knowledge 

of ⅕ of a number to find fraction amounts of a quantity.
It’s also important children 

remember that multiplication is 

commutative. 

That means that the calculation 

gives the same answer no matter 

in which order the numbers are 

multiplied. See the example 

below for a visual representation 

of this.

As a further example, this means that if children know that:

7 x 2 = 14 they also know: 2 x 7 = 14
Children also learn to derive the associated division facts from their tables, so they 

also deduce:

14 ÷ 2 = 7 and 14 ÷ 7 = 2



Times Table Test
The government has introduced a times table test in which all Year 4 
pupils will undertake.

This will take place in June 2027.

Maths lessons will always begin with a focus on times tables and gaining 
fluency and understanding in every times table.

The test involves pupils answering 25 questions; each pupil has 6 seconds 
to input an answer before the next question appears.

We encourage pupils to practise as much as possible at home 
throughout the year using Times Table Rockstars. This is initially set in 
‘Automatic Training Mode’. Please ensure your child has their log in stuck 
into their planner so that they can access it from home or school. 



Reading
Children should read at home regularly, three times a week 
minimum. Little and often can be better. 

Reading diaries/ planners need to come into school every day.

Staff will check reading records weekly.

Reading books can generally be changed regularly.

Children will also be able to take home a book of their own choice 
from the reading corner or school library.

*Reading as much as possible at home is the single most 
beneficial thing you can do to help your child with their academic 

progress*



Tips for reading with your child
Making  time

Make a regular time for reading if possible when your child is not too tired. 
Try to avoid distractions by being away from TVs, tablets, phones or screens if 
you can.  

Check understanding and fluency.

Continue to listen to your child read some or all of their reading book to 
check they are able to read the book with fluency and understanding.

Discuss the book

Discussing the book after reading is very important.  What was your book 
about?  Who are the main characters?  What do you think will happen next?  
What happened in the last chapter? - can still help you ascertain whether they 
have read with understanding.



Knowledge Organisers

Your child bring 
home a knowledge 
organiser at the 
start of each new 
unit we teach. 

This will include all 
the key learning that 
we will be covering in 
the topic.



Homework

Times Tables need to be practised regularly - Times Table 
Rockstars is very useful here.  

Grammar Spelling and Punctuation homework book pages set on 
a Friday to be back in on the following Thursday.

Please encourage your child to complete their homework. 

If we notice that your child is not completing their homework 
regularly, your class teacher will contact you to make you aware 
and ask if you would like them to complete the homework during 
lunchtime.



PE and Swimming
PE and Swimming will take place on a Tuesday with each class having an 
hour’s swimming lesson on alternate weeks.  

For swimming each child needs a plastic bag, with a towel and underwear for 
after the lesson. Children should wear their one piece costume to school 
under their uniform.  Goggles may be worn but not a swimming mask.

It is not advisable to send in shampoo and shower gels.

Please can children remove earrings and tie up their hair where applicable.

We will walk to and from school to the swimming pool so children need a 
waterproof coat regardless and teachers will be at poolside throughout 
lessons.

Please send in a note or let the office know if your child needs to be excused 
from any swimming lessons.



School Uniform
During a normal school day, children need to wear school uniform including black 
school shoes.

PE KIT: To be worn on Tuesday. The PE kit should be: a plain black/navy blue 
tracksuit with a plain white t-shirt and trainers (shorts if weather permitting).

Please cover earrings on this day or, ideally, remove them before coming to school. 
School staff are unable to take earring out for children or put them back in.

Please don’t allow your child to bring their own fidgets or squeezy toys to school. If 
your child requires a focus aid in class, this will be discussed with the SEND team 
and class teacher and provided by school.

Please don’t allow your child to bring their own fidgets or squeezy toys to school. If your 
child requires a focus aid in class, this will be discussed with the SEND team and class 

teacher and provided by school.



Behaviour and Rewards

We have a behaviour policy that we call “The Ladder”.
Children receive a verbal reminder prior to moving onto 
level 1. 

If children reach level 3, they will have a 15 minute 
restoration session during playtime where they will discuss 
their behaviour with a member of staff.

Some behaviours may cause children to go straight to Level 
3 such as violent or threatening behaviour. 

We have lots of rewards for children who demonstrates the 
correct behaviours, such as Merits and ‘spotted’ awards.



OPaL - Outdoor Play and Learning 
● It is about valuing play and giving children 

rich opportunities to be creative, 
collaborative and active in their outdoor play 

● Children have access to lots of resources -
large loose parts, den building, sand, role 
play, mud kitchen etc..

● We go outside in all weather so please send 
the children with appropriate clothing.



OPAL - stay and play



Friends of Waterloo
Friends of Waterloo is a PTA group ran by parents and carers who 

organise fundraising events throughout the year.

Meetings are held in school on the First Tuesday of each month. 

If you are interested in being part of Friends of Waterloo or would like 
more information please contact the chair Abbie Williams or Kelly Ann 

Dickinson. 

E mail - friendsofwaterloo2020@yahoo.com or find us on Facebook.

mailto:friendsofwaterloo2020@yahoo.com


Friends of Waterloo
This year we are fundraising for more OPaL 

resources such as social spaces and developing 
a garden area. 

Last Year's Fundraising Highlights include:

● 🛵 Scooter Pod
● ️ Large Sandpit
● ⚽ AstroTurf Area



Wobble and Toddle 

● Parents and Toddler group
● Every Monday morning 9:00 - 11:00
● In the school hall ran by Mrs Booth and Mrs 

Jordan
● £2 per family 
● We have activities, tea, coffee, juice and toast.
● Lovely way to meet new friends. 



Thanks for coming!

Any questions?


